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floor of the cavity of the inouth passes obliquely back-
wards and downwards over the upper border of the body
of the hyoid bone, till, immediately in front of the cervical
vertebrae, it comes in contact with the posterior wall of
the pharynx, with which it combines to form the oeso-
phagus. As, however, the body of the hyoid bone is
necessarily removed by the entire length of the greater
horns from the vertebral column, against which they are
directed, it follows that the hyoid bone constitutes the
upper periphery of a funnel-shaped space leading into
the oesophagus, the posterior wall of which is vertical,
the anterior wall descending as an inclined plane from
before backwards. Now, the latter contains the entrance
into the larynx, or rather into the superior cavity of the
larynx, and it is clear, therefore, that the upper limit of
this orifice will be so situated that the anterior portion
will be considerably higher than the posterior portion.

We are now in a position to consider the form of
the superior cavity of the larynx more closely, and, with
this object in view, will take the inclined plane just
mentioned as our starting-point.

It has already been shown that the arytenoid car-
tilages are placed upon the posterior division of the
vocal chords, from which they rise in a pyramidal form
to a height of about 1 cm. ('39 inch), and again that
their posterior surfaces are connected by the transverse
arytenoid muscle. The two cartilages, with this inter-
vening muscle, thus enclose a cavity situated above the
most posterior portion of the glottis (pars respiratoria),
the important effect of which arrangement we have also
pointed out. This space belongs, however, actually to
the superior cavity of the larynx; for though it forms, to-
a certain extent, part of the vocal apparatus, it is clear
that it must be immediately connected with the superior